
8. CORPORATE PLAN AND BUDGET FOR 2017/18 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To present the Corporate Plan and Budget for 2017/18 for approval by 
Council.   

 
2. Summary 
 
2.1 Each year the Council is required to approve a corporate plan and budget that 

shows how it will deliver its services and spend its financial resources in the 
following financial year.  The approved budget must be in balance, which 
means that expenditure plans must be matched by income received.  As 
usual, these plans include a recommendation for the level of council tax to be 
set for the year. 

2.2 The proposals in the Corporate Plan are underpinned by the service plans 
which are produced following a full and robust service and financial planning 
process.  The Corporate Plan and Budget has been circulated as a separate 
document and if approved, enables the Council to approve a balanced budget 
that: 

 
• Allocates resources to the Council’s priorities; 
• Protects key frontline services;  
• Continues the journey to financial independence; 
• Increases efficiency in some service areas; 
• Invests in key projects over the longer term; 
• Continues to protect the Council’s reserves position and fund the 

proposed capital programme. 

 
2.3 The draft Corporate Plan and Budget for 2017/18 was considered by the 

Scrutiny Committee for Leader, Resources and Economic Growth on 18 
January 2017 and, after much discussion and explanation, no changes have 
been made to the papers.  The Plan was also considered by Cabinet on 13 
February 2017.  There are two instances of minor amendments being made 
between the draft Plan and now; these relate to a £10k contribution to be 
made annually to refugee assistance across the County and, secondly, a 
minor change to income from the DWP.  These have been accommodated by 
reducing the Balance Unallocated budget. 
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2.4 If approved, the proposals in the report result in a modest increase in council 

tax of £3.06 per year.  This means that the Mid Sussex element of the council 
tax at Band D would increase to £155.61 per annum. 

 
2.5 Given the decisions of other authorities, the average council tax level for the 

Mid Sussex area in 2017/18 will be: 
 

Average Council Tax 
 £ Change from 2016/17 
Mid Sussex District Council 155.61  +1.99% 
Town / Parish Councils 63.97  +3.5% 
 219.58  +2.4% 
West Sussex County Council* 1,255.59  +3.9% 
Sussex Police and Crime 
Commissioner 

 
153.91 

  
 +3.4% 

 1,629.08  +3.7% 
   

*The WSCC figure includes the ringfenced 2% increase to fund Adult Social Care 
 
 
2.6 Overall, it is considered that the Corporate Plan and Budget for 2017/18 

represents a sensible and considered approach to the 2017/18 financial year 
and enables some prudent investment in the most important projects facing 
the district over the medium term, particularly in the Burgess Hill area.  In the 
usual way, throughout 2017/18 the Cabinet will use its regular revenue 
budget management and capital programme reports to closely monitor the 
on-going impact on the Council’s services and budget position and present 
any remedial actions required to ensure the service plans and budget will be 
delivered at year end. 

 
 
Recommendations  
 
3.0 Recommendations  
 
 Members are requested to consider the following recommendations: 
 
3.1 Corporate Plan and Budget 2017/18 
 
3.1.1 That the Corporate Plan and Budget for 2017/18 set out in this report be 

approved;  
  

 



3.2 Mid Sussex District Council Budget 2017/18 
 
3.2.1 Revenue Spending and MSDC council tax levels for 2017/18: 

 
(a) That Revenue Spending summarised below (see Section 2 for 

details) is approved: 
          £’000  
   Service Net Expenditure  12,809  
Balance Unallocated 12  
      Council Net Expenditure 12,821  
   
      Revenue Spending   12,821  
   

 
(b) That with respect to pensions, the employer’s contribution rate 

should be 18.6% for 2017/18;  
 
(c) That the Mid Sussex District Council element of the Council Tax 

be increased by 1.99% to £155.61, with no requirement to hold a 
local referendum in accordance with the Act. 

 
3.2.2 Capital Programme 2017/18 (see Section 3 for details): 

 
(a) That the Capital Programme for 2017/18 (as set out in Section 3) 

is approved. 
 
3.2.3 Usable Reserves and other balances  

 
(a) That the estimates for cash balances (see Section 4 for details) 

are noted. 
 
3.2.4 Financial Strategy & Medium Term Financial Plan: 
 

(a) That the summary Medium Term Financial Plan to 2020/21 (see 
Section 5 for details) is noted. 

 
3.2.5 Collection Fund: 
 

(a) That the estimated surplus on the Collection Fund totalling 
£809,000 for the year ended 31st March 2017, of which the Mid 
Sussex District Council share is £110,360 (see Section 6 for 
details) is noted.  

  

 



3.3 Council Taxes For The Mid Sussex Area: 
 
3.3.1 It be noted that at its meeting held on 14th December 2016 the Council 

calculated the following amounts for the year 2017/18: 
 
(a) 59,012.1 being the amount calculated, in accordance with the 

Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 
2012, as its council tax base for the year; and 

 
(b) for dwellings in those parts of its area to which a Parish precept 

relates as set out in Table 3 Section 7 of this report. 
 

3.3.2 £9,182,875 being the amount calculated as the Council Tax Requirement 
for the Council’s own purposes for 2017/18 (excluding Parish Precepts).  
 

3.3.3 That the following amounts be calculated by the Council for the year 
2017/18 in accordance with Section 31 to 36 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992 (as amended by The Localism Act 2011): 

 
(a) £70,842,430 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the 

Council estimates for the items set out in Section 31A(2) of the 
Act taking into account all precepts issued to it by Parish 
Councils; 

 
(b) £57,884,711 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the 

Council estimates for the items set out in Section 31A(3) of the 
Act; 

 
(c) £12,957,719 being the amount by which the aggregate at 3.3.3(a) 

above exceeds the aggregate at 3.3.3(b) above, calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 31A(4) of the Act, as its 
Council Tax requirement for the year; 

 
(d) £219.58 being the amount at 3.3.3(c) above, all divided by the 

amount at 3.3.1(a) above, calculated by the Council, in 
accordance with Section 31B of the Act, as the basic amount of 
its Council Tax for the year (including Parish precepts); 

 
(e) £3,774,844 being the aggregate amount of all special items 

(Parish Precepts) referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act (see 
Section 7 for details); 

 
(f) £155.61 being the amount at 3.3.3(d) above less the result given 

by dividing the amount at 3.3.3(e) above by the amount at 3.3.1(a) 
above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 
34(2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the 
year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no Parish 
precept relates; 

 
  

 



g) Part of the Council’s area 
 

Parish area band A  band B  band C  band D  band E  band F  band G  band H  

 
 £  £  £  £  £  £  £  £ 

Albourne 136.34 159.06 181.79 204.51 249.96 295.40 340.85 409.02 
Ansty & 
Staplefield 140.65 164.09 187.53 210.97 257.85 304.73 351.62 421.94 
Ardingly 177.47 207.04 236.62 266.20 325.36 384.51 443.67 532.40 
Ashurst Wood 161.91 188.89 215.88 242.86 296.83 350.80 404.77 485.72 
Balcombe 152.47 177.89 203.30 228.71 279.53 330.36 381.18 457.42 
Bolney 141.27 164.82 188.36 211.91 259.00 306.09 353.18 423.82 
Burgess Hill 151.11 176.29 201.48 226.66 277.03 327.40 377.77 453.32 
Cuckfield 175.25 204.46 233.67 262.88 321.30 379.72 438.13 525.76 
East Grinstead 154.86 180.67 206.48 232.29 283.91 335.53 387.15 464.58 
Fulking 142.81 166.61 190.41 214.21 261.81 309.41 357.02 428.42 
Hassocks 141.33 164.88 188.44 211.99 259.10 306.21 353.32 423.98 
Haywards Heath 134.13 156.48 178.84 201.19 245.90 290.61 335.32 402.38 
Horsted Keynes 136.08 158.76 181.44 204.12 249.48 294.84 340.20 408.24 
Hurstpierpoint & 
Sayers Common 148.39 173.13 197.86 222.59 272.05 321.52 370.98 445.18 
Lindfield 141.73 165.36 188.98 212.60 259.84 307.09 354.33 425.20 
Lindfield Rural 129.13 150.66 172.18 193.70 236.74 279.79 322.83 387.40 
Newtimber 107.45 125.36 143.27 161.18 197.00 232.82 268.63 322.36 
Poynings 128.94 150.43 171.92 193.41 236.39 279.37 322.35 386.82 
Pyecombe 147.11 171.62 196.14 220.66 269.70 318.73 367.77 441.32 
Slaugham 146.61 171.04 195.48 219.91 268.78 317.65 366.52 439.82 
Turners Hill 179.55 209.47 239.40 269.32 329.17 389.02 448.87 538.64 
Twineham 141.05 164.56 188.07 211.58 258.60 305.62 352.63 423.16 
West Hoathly 142.03 165.70 189.37 213.04 260.38 307.72 355.07 426.08 
Worth 137.93 160.92 183.91 206.90 252.88 298.86 344.83 413.80 

 
 

being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at as set out in 
Table 3 Section 7 of this report by the number which, in the proportion 
set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a 
particular valuation band divided by the number which in that 
proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, 
as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of 
categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands. 

 
3.3.4 That it be noted that for the year 2017/18, West Sussex County Council 

have stated the following amounts in precept issued to the Council, in 
accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for 
each of the categories of dwelling shown below: 

 

Valuation band  £ Valuation band £ 
band  A 837.06 band  E 1,534.61 
band  B 976.57 band  F 1,813.63 
band  C 1,116.08 band  G 2,092.65 
band  D 1,255.59 band  H 2,511.18 

  

 



3.3.5 That it be noted that for the year 2017/18 the Sussex Police and Crime 
Commissioner have stated the following amounts in precept issued to the 
Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992, as amended by the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 
2011, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below: 

 
Valuation band £ Valuation band £ 

band  A 102.61 band  E                    188.11 
band  B 119.71 band  F 222.31 
band  C 136.81 band  G 256.52 
band  D 153.91 band  H 307.82 

 
3.3.6 That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts as at 

3.3.3(g), 3.3.4 and 3.3.5 above, the Council in accordance with Sections 30 
and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the 
following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2017/18 for 
each of the categories of dwellings shown below: 

 
Parish area band A  band B  band C  band D  band E  band F  band G  band H  

 
 £  £  £  £  £  £  £  £ 

Albourne 1,076.01 1,255.34 1,434.68 1,614.01 1,972.68 2,331.34 2,690.02 3,228.02 
Ansty & 
Staplefield 1,080.32 1,260.37 1,440.42 1,620.47 1,980.57 2,340.67 2,700.79 3,240.94 
Ardingly 1,117.14 1,303.32 1,489.51 1,675.70 2,048.08 2,420.45 2,792.84 3,351.40 
Ashurst Wood 1,101.58 1,285.17 1,468.77 1,652.36 2,019.55 2,386.74 2,753.94 3,304.72 
Balcombe 1,092.14 1,274.17 1,456.19 1,638.21 2,002.25 2,366.30 2,730.35 3,276.42 
Bolney 1,080.94 1,261.10 1,441.25 1,621.41 1,981.72 2,342.03 2,702.35 3,242.82 
Burgess Hill 1,090.78 1,272.57 1,454.37 1,636.16 1,999.75 2,363.34 2,726.94 3,272.32 
Cuckfield 1,114.92 1,300.74 1,486.56 1,672.38 2,044.02 2,415.66 2,787.30 3,344.76 
East Grinstead 1,094.53 1,276.95 1,459.37 1,641.79 2,006.63 2,371.47 2,736.32 3,283.58 
Fulking 1,082.48 1,262.89 1,443.30 1,623.71 1,984.53 2,345.35 2,706.19 3,247.42 
Hassocks 1,081.00 1,261.16 1,441.33 1,621.49 1,981.82 2,342.15 2,702.49 3,242.98 
Haywards Heath 1,073.80 1,252.76 1,431.73 1,610.69 1,968.62 2,326.55 2,684.49 3,221.38 
Horsted Keynes 1,075.75 1,255.04 1,434.33 1,613.62 1,972.20 2,330.78 2,689.37 3,227.24 
Hurstpierpoint & 
Sayers Common 1,088.06 1,269.41 1,450.75 1,632.09 1,994.77 2,357.46 2,720.15 3,264.18 
Lindfield 1,081.40 1,261.64 1,441.87 1,622.10 1,982.56 2,343.03 2,703.50 3,244.20 
Lindfield Rural 1,068.80 1,246.94 1,425.07 1,603.20 1,959.46 2,315.73 2,672.00 3,206.40 
Newtimber 1,047.12 1,221.64 1,396.16 1,570.68 1,919.72 2,268.76 2,617.80 3,141.36 
Poynings 1,068.61 1,246.71 1,424.81 1,602.91 1,959.11 2,315.31 2,671.52 3,205.82 
Pyecombe 1,086.78 1,267.90 1,449.03 1,630.16 1,992.42 2,354.67 2,716.94 3,260.32 
Slaugham 1,086.28 1,267.32 1,448.37 1,629.41 1,991.50 2,353.59 2,715.69 3,258.82 
Turners Hill 1,119.22 1,305.75 1,492.29 1,678.82 2,051.89 2,424.96 2,798.04 3,357.64 
Twineham 1,080.72 1,260.84 1,440.96 1,621.08 1,981.32 2,341.56 2,701.80 3,242.16 
West Hoathly 1,081.70 1,261.98 1,442.26 1,622.54 1,983.10 2,343.66 2,704.24 3,245.08 
Worth 1,077.60 1,257.20 1,436.80 1,616.40 1,975.60 2,334.80 2,694.00 3,232.80 
 
 
 
 

  

 



Explanatory Note for the Recommendations  
 
Under the constitution, only full Council can approve the budget.  This report, therefore, is 
Cabinet's recommendation.   
 
The budget recommendations are in three parts: 

• Those that refer to the approval of the Corporate Plan (recommendations contained in 
3.1 above); 

• Those that refer to the approval of the Council's expenditure (recommendations 
contained in 3.2 above); and 

• Those that refer to the Council's responsibilities for calculating council taxes for the Mid 
Sussex area.  

 
The latter are set out according to proper practice. 
 
In recommendations 3.2, No’s 3.2.1 – 3.2.5 are relatively self-explanatory.   
Recommendations in 3.3 are explained below: 

 
3.3.1  the taxbase for each parish area; 
 
3.3.2 the Council Tax Requirement for Mid Sussex District Council 
 
3.3.3 this recommendation calculates the council taxes for the District and parish 

councils: 

(a)  gross expenditure of the Mid Sussex District Council plus parish precepts, 
and the effect of the balance on the Collection Fund*; 

(b) gross income for Mid Sussex District Council, Formula Grant plus the effect 
of the balance on the Collection Fund; 

(c) net expenditure i.e. the difference between (a) and (b) which is the Council 
Tax Requirement including parish precepts; 

(d) the average band D council tax for Mid Sussex District Council plus the 
parishes i.e. (c) - (d) divided by the taxbase; 

(e) the total of parish precepts; 

(f) the band D council tax after subtracting parish precepts i.e. the Mid Sussex 
District Council band D; 

(g) the actual council taxes for all bands for Mid Sussex District Council and the 
parishes. 

 
3.3.4 the West Sussex County Council council taxes for all bands; 

 
3.3.5 the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner council taxes for all bands: 

 
3.3.6 the full council taxes for all bands for all parishes i.e. Mid Sussex District Council 

plus parishes plus West Sussex County Council plus the Sussex Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
  

 



4. Background  
 
4.1 The draft Corporate Plan and Budget for 2017/18 was considered by the 

Scrutiny Committee for the Leader, Resources and Economic Growth on 18 
January 2017. The main comments were reported to Cabinet on 13 February 
2017. 

 
5. Policy Context 
 
5.1 The Corporate Plan and Budget has been developed in line with the Council’s 

revised corporate priorities: 
 

• Effective and responsive services. 
• Sustainable economic growth. 
• Strong and resilient communities. 
• Financial independence. 

 
5.2 The key themes and longer term challenges that the Council agreed with its 

partners in the District’s Sustainable Community Strategy (approved by 
Council in April 2009 and refreshed in 2012) have also been taken into 
account.  These are: 

 
• Protecting and Enhancing the Environment; 
• Ensuring Cohesive and Safe Communities; 
• Promoting Economic Vitality; and, 
• Supporting Healthy Lifestyles. 

 
6. Risk Management Implications 
 
6.1 As in previous years, the Corporate Plan and Budget for 2017/18 has been 

risk assessed.  Details of this are set out in Section 1 of the appended Plan. 
 
7. Legal Implications 
 
7.1 The Local Government Finance Act 1992 provides that for each financial year 

a local authority should set the amount of Council Tax before 11th March in 
the financial year preceding that for which it is set.  The Act makes provisions 
regarding the calculations necessary in setting the Council Tax.  The 
Localism Act 2011 made significant changes to the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992, and requires the billing authority to calculate a Council Tax 
requirement for the year, not its budget requirement as previously.  This 
report is instrumental in achieving this requirement.   

 
8. Financial Implications 
 
8.1 The Financial implications of this report are as set out in the 

recommendations and the appended Corporate Plan and Budget 2017/18. 
 
9. Equality and customer service implications 
 
9.1 Proposals for new or changed services will be subject to Equality Impact 

Assessments at the appropriate time. 
 

 



10. Background Papers 
 
• Scrutiny Committee for Leader, Resources and Economic Growth –  

18 January 2017 
• Cabinet - 13 February 2017 - Draft Corporate Plan & Budget for 2017/18 
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